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SURVEY BASICS: A GUIDE FOR 
AGENTS AND THEIR CLIENTS

As a real estate professional, you keep 

your buyers’ best interests in mind, 

spending many hours and a lot of energy 

helping them find the best home, in the 

best neighborhood, at the best possible 

price.

You handle the paperwork, hold their 

hands to help them through the stress, 

and answer a myriad of questions. One 

of those questions is likely to be, “Do we 

need to get a land survey?”

Well, some lenders require a land survey, 

which makes it a non-issue. 

If your buyers are planning to build on or 

renovate the property - even to put in a 

pool or a fence - the answer is a 

resounding ‘yes,’ because it’s crucial to 

know the boundaries of the property in 

order to avoid any disputes. 

Even if you don’t plan to build or 

renovate, it’s a good idea to know the 

exact dimensions of the land you’re 

buying because you can identify any 

encroachments that may extend onto it, 

such as a neighbor’s fence or outbuilding. 

It’s done by professionals who use 

specialized equipment and a combination 

of law, math, engineering and physics to 

establish property boundaries. In most 

cases, they will also confirm the boundary 

descriptions of adjacent land.

Because land surveys can become 

outdated as a result of various missing 

records, tree lines that no longer exist, or 

changes made to floodplain maps, getting 

a current survey can help your buyers 

avoid legal battles later.

A professional surveyor will refer to the 

dimensions as laid out in the deed to the 

home and then measure to determine the 

actual boundaries and the location of any 

improvements that may have been made, 

such as outbuildings, paving or fences.

If the home is in a floodplain, the 

surveyor will also provide an elevation 

certificate, which details its floor 

elevation as well as the lowest and 

highest ground elevations near the home.


